[A] 


TO THEIR NUMBER. AND THEY DO NOT CONCLUDE WITH A PROPHETIC LECTION. 
HE WHO BEGINS THE READING OF THE TORAH AND HE WHO COMPLETES THE 
READING OF THE TORAH SAYS A BLESSING BEFORE AND AFTERWARD. 


I:1: [With reference to M. 4:1E,] R. Huna said, “The three who are 
called up to the Torah [on Monday and Thursday] should not read less 
than ten verses of Scripture.” Hezekiah said, “This is to match the Ten 
Commandments.” And lo, we have learned, On the first day they read 
from, “In the beginning” (Gen. 1:1) to, “Let there be a 

firmament” (Gen. 1:9) [M. Ta. 4:3]. Now there are only eight verses in 
that set? R. Idi says, “Kahana and Assi differed. “One said, ‘He goes 
back [and repeats].’ “The other one said, “He cuts one into two.” He 
who said he goes back indicates that one goes back and re peats two 
verses. He who said that one cuts a verse into two holds that, “And 
there was evening, and there was morning” constitutes [two verses], 
each a verse by itself. 


XXIX. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 4:3 


THIS IS THE GOVERNING PRINCIPLE: ON ANY DAY ON WHICH THERE IS AN 


ADDITION OFFERING, AND WHICH IS NOT A FESTIVAL DAY, FOUR READ. ON A 
FESTIVAL, FIVE [READ]. ON THE Day OF ATONEMENT, SIX [READ]. 


I:1: And on the Day of Atonement, six [read] [M. 4:3D]. There is a 
Tannaite authority who teaches, “Seven [read].” The one who says that 
it is six holds that view because of the [protracted] prayer[s of the day, 
which run on and leave no time]. The one who says that it is seven 
does so because of the following, as it has been taught: On the Sabbath 
they make haste to come [early] and they make haste to leave [early]. 
On the festival they tarry in coming and make haste to leave. On the 
Day of Atonement they make haste to come, and they tarry in leaving. 


1:2: Those who speak foreign languages are not accustomed to do so 
[that is, to divide up the reading]. But one reads the entire passage. If 
one person knew the entire passage, he reads the entire thing. If seven 
know three verses, all of them read [three each]. If one knows three 
verses, he reads and goes and reads again. 


I:3: R. Zeirah in the name of R. Jeremiah: “A slave counts in the 
quorum of seven. The words, ‘And he spoke’ count among the three 
required verses.” 


